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South Side School Site
During the committee discussion of potential locations to site a new Central High School, the
13.5 acres site at South Side School was discussed. It was stated that the site was not seriously
considered because of the reluctance of the neighborhood to see the high school located at the
South Side location.
Following is some additional information:
During the year 2010 Dr. Culver, Superintendant of Schools, retained the City of Champaign
planning department to investigate and prepare a report of potential sites for a new high
school. The criterion established at that time was an open site of at least 60 acres of land. The
study was completed in November of 2010.
In August of 2013 The Champaign County Regional Planning Commission completed a study for
Unit 4 comparing potential sites. The Champaign School District identified nine (9) potential
school sites for evaluation. As part of this study a property had to be at least 30 acres to be
considered. Four parcels were identified each totaling approximately 40 acres. One of the four
parcels was outside of the Champaign School district and another had total acreage of
approximately 25 acres and was not considered.
In April of 2014, a revised report was prepared by the RPC. The purpose of the revisions
contained in this report was to evaluate two additional sites; Dodds Park and Spalding Park.
Table 1 showing all the considered sites and associated acreages is included below.
There has been public discussion as to the possibility of the South Side School site as a high
school site. A proposed plan was submitted to the News Gazette and published in at least two
News Gazette articles. The Keep Central Central group made a preliminary evaluation and
believed that it would be costly compared to other options presented considering the
necessary relocation of South Side School and the Mellon Administrative Center as well as the
likely need for additional land at the site.
The State of Illinois or IHBE does not have a required size for a new high school. The Capital
Development Board recommends for a high school a minimum acreage of 20 acres plus 1
additional acre for each 100 students. Based upon 1400 students a recommended site for
building a new school would be 34 acres.

